UPCOMING

 No bible study this
Wednesday night on
Christmas Eve

Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health
ailments.

e Renee Cumberland (cancer)

e Ora Barrett

e Connie Montgomery

12/21/2025

¢ Emily Linton

. We are a body of believers whose soul
Communion intention is to glorify and serve the
- Preparation Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of

His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble

himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

2025 preparation list is in foyer

Birthday / Anniversary

C Connie Montgomery - 3rd
Rick Carlberg - 7th
o Louise McAlister - 26th

Crimson Rowell - 31st
Dwight & Sandra Callens - 23rd

WEEKLY SERVICES & MEETINGS

Men to Serve

SUNDAY
Announcements - Shay Cooper WEDNESDAY
: ' Bible Study //
f;npture Reading - Matthew 16:17 - 9:30 am Bible Study //
/ Worship Service // 7:00 pm
Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell F or ]/Z/O[h ll/lg‘ 10:30 am

will be

Head of Lord’s Table - Larry
Montgomery

impossible
with God.

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!

Assist on Lord’s Table - James
Johnson

Scripture Reading - 1 Corinthians
11:23 - 29

Closing Prayer - Rick Carlberg




SERMON NOTES

“When I Am Old And
Grayheaded”
By Mike Riley

Many of the younger generation believe
that getting older means becoming
obsolete. However, it can mean serving,
growing, and maturing in the Lord’s service
to the end of our days (cf. Philippians
3:12-15; 2 Timothy 4:7). T.S. Eliot once
stated: “Old men ought to be explorers,” to
which this writer is in complete agreement.
Contemplating the idling away of our last
years, is to rob God and ourselves of what
could be the best years of our lives and to
deprive the church of talents God has given
to enrich it (Matthew 25:14-15; cf. Romans
12:4-8; Ephesians 4:11-15). Brethren, there
is still service to be rendered and there are
victories yet to be won (cf. Joshua 14:5-15).
Some older folks may not have the energy
or inclination for leadership, but they are
an invaluable asset to the next generation
of leaders. An elderly, but dedicated and
involved Christian, was once asked what he
would do if he knew he had only a short
time to live. He responded:

“T'll be teaching others the saving gospel of
Christ till the moment that I am called to
yield my spirit back to Him that gave it.”
(cf. Ecclesiastes 12:1-7).

What a great attitude and Christian
commitment! (1 Thessalonians 2:1-4 KJV;
cf. 1 Timothy 6:20 KJV; Titus 1:1-3 KJV)
The Psalmist also desired to pass along his
understanding of the Lord to others, and he
prayed:

“When I am old and grayheaded, O God, do
not forsake me, Until I declare Your
strength to this generation” (Psalm 71:18).
In our later years, we too should remain
open to being used by God for enriching the
spiritual lives of future generations through
the teaching of His word (Psalm 78:1-7; cf.
2 Timothy 2:1-2; Matthew 28:19-20; Mark
16:15-16).

The longer we live, the more that we know,
Old age is the time for wisdom to show;
Who knows how much good some word we
might say

Could do for the leaders of some future day.
—Bosch

Too Soon Old
By Mike Riley
“What do you see nurses? What do you
see?
What are you thinking.....when you’re
looking at me?
A crabby old man, ...not very wise,

Uncertain of habit ........ with faraway
eyes?

Who dribbles his food.......and makes
no reply.

When you say in a loud voice..... T do
wish you'd try!’

Who seems not to notice ...the things
that you do.

And forever is losing .......... A sock or
shoe?

Who, resisting or not........... lets you do

as you will,

With bathing and feeding The long day
to fill?

Is that what you're thinking? Is that
what you see?

Then open your eyes, nurse......you're
not looking at me.

I'll tell you who I am . As I sit here so
still,

As I do at your bidding, ...... as I eat at
your will.

I'm a small child of Ten....... with a
father and mother,

Brothers and sisters ......... who love one
another

A young boy of Sixteen ..with wings on
his feet

Dreaming that soon now. ....... a lover
he’ll meet.

A groom soon at Twenty .my heart
gives a leap.

Remembering, the vows.....that I
promised to keep.

At Twenty-Five, now
young of my own.

Who need me to guide .... And a secure
happy home.

A man of Thirty ......... My young now
grown fast,
Bound to each other ....... With ties that
should last.

At Forty, my young sons .... have grown
and are gone,

But my woman’s beside me.......to see I
don’t mourn.

At Fifty, once more,
‘round my knee,
Again, we know children ....... My loved
one and me.

Babies play

Dark days are upon me .. My wife is
now dead.

I look at the future .............. I shudder
with dread.

For my young are all rearing......young
of their own.

And I think of the years....... And the
love that I've known.

I'm now an old man......... and nature is
cruel.

Tis jest to make old age ....look like a
fool.

The body, it crumbles.......... grace and
vigor, depart.

There is now a stone........ where I once
had a heart.

But inside this old carcass . A young
guy still dwells,

And now and again ....... my battered
heart swells

I remember the joys........... I remember
the pain.

And I'm loving and living............. life
over again.

I think of the years all too few......gone
too fast.

And accept the stark fact........ that
nothing can last.

So open your eyes, people ........ open
and see..

Not a crabby old man. Look
closer....see........ ME!”



